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One Executive Director to Lead Forty Carrots Family Center

(Sarasota, FL) Diane Weiss announced she is stepping down as co-executive director of Forty Carrots Family Center, a nonprofit organization that seeks to strengthen families by providing parenting and early childhood education to parents, children and professionals.

Weiss co-founded the agency 16 years ago with friend and colleague, Betsy Kane-Hartnett.  Kane-Hartnett, co-executive director will take the lead as the agency’s full time executive director effective May 31, 2009. 

Under Weiss and Kane-Hartnett’s guidance, the agency has served over 22,000 families since 1993.  Today, over 85% of their client’s receive free services.  The agency serves Sarasota County families - ranging from incarcerated teen moms to well-educated mature adults to grandparents and single fathers – all striving to do the hardest job parents and caregivers have in life:  Parenting.  

Weiss has developed strong community partnerships extending the services and expertise of the agency into the community with outreach programs.  The Forty Carrots Parenting Program On Wheels, partners with 15 local agencies – many serving at-risk parents and teens – in locations providing needed parenting education to families.


One of those agencies, First Step, just last week awarded Forty Carrots Family Center the “Caring Kids Organization of the Year”.  During the presentation a recovered addicted mother singled out the Forty Carrots Mothers & Infants program created by Weiss and explained how that interaction helped her cope with her colicky baby.


Weiss explains her transition from the agency, “Like a proud parent I have prepared Forty Carrots Family Center to stand on its own, though my advocacy and support for it and families will never end.  I am confident with Betsy Kane-Hartnett at its helm its success will continue.” Weiss said.  

Weiss looks forward to exploring new professional horizons and opportunities centering on her passion for families and children.    

“Diane’s work in this community has literally saved lives and her work’s impact is immeasurable.  Her service to this community through Forty Carrots Family Center will live on, especially during these difficult times when our community’s most prized constituency – its families – are struggling under strained economic times,” reflected Betsy Kane-Hartnett, co-founder and co-executive director.  “Forty Carrots will continue to offer quality programming to help families nurture healthy minds, compassionate hearts and responsible behavior.” 


Forty Carrots Family Center provides early childhood education, parenting education, resources and support to families from North Port to North Sarasota.  For 16 years, Forty Carrots has been Sarasota’s only agency whose singular focus is early childhood and parenting education.   Through this unique blend of information Forty Carrots Family Center is able to address the factors known to contribute to positive parent- child relationships, healthy long-term child outcomes and a decrease in child abuse.
 
Forty Carrots Family Center is a 501(C) 3 not for profit charitable organization dedicated to creating healthy families through educational programs for parents, their children and professionals in the field. 

Visit www.fortycarrots.org for more information.
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