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Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice Adopts Parenting Center

Local Families Claim Classrooms

Last Fall Forty Carrots Family Center kicked off its building capital campaign.  The goal is to raise $1.35 million to buy its building at 1500 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota.  To date nearly a million has been raised toward that goal.  

Recently Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice awarded its $125,000 pledge towards the purchase of the building adopting the agency’s Parenting Center.  

“Forty Carrots does so much to build strong families in our community through their high-quality parenting education and child care,” said Teri A Hansen, president and CEO of Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice. “The Foundation supports their capital campaign because we want to ensure that they are around to continue this important work for generations to come.”

Local families have adopted five of the six classrooms and two of the three playgrounds.  Classroom donors include: Kim & Charles Githler naming their classroom “Charlie”; Nancy DeLong & David Jemison naming their classroom “Grace”; The Ned Davis Family naming their classroom “Davis”; Celeste Dockery & Taber Chadwick naming their classroom “Chadwick”; Ellen & Jeff Steinwachs naming their classroom “Daisy” and the remaining classroom to be adopted is optimistically named “Hope”.   Playground donors include: Jeff & Julie Luhrsen; Meg & Steve Wittmer; Pauline & Albert Joerger and Biz Holdings. 

“These contributions along with the others received create a significant impact on families in our community,” said Diane Weiss, co-founder and co-executive director.  “A permanent home for this vital community agency means families will continue to be able to count on Forty Carrots to help them for many decades to come.” 

Since 1993, Forty Carrots Family Center has served more than 22,000 families in Sarasota County.  Over 85% receive free services.  Although Forty Carrots’ home-based building is at 1500 S. Tuttle Avenue, it also has a strong community outreach program.  The Forty Carrots Parenting Program On Wheels, partners with 15 local agencies – many serving at-risk parents and teens – in locations providing needed parenting education to families.

The not-for-profit agency is seeking the remaining $348,250 to complete its goal and home-base building purchase.  Naming opportunities are available, as are customized bricks and personalized wall tiles.  Families, companies and individuals may make tax-deductible contributions by contacting Forty Carrots Family Center at info@fortycarrots.com or 941-365-7716.  

In celebration of its 16th anniversary and as a special incentive, Forty Carrots Family Center is providing a chance drawing for all $40 capital campaign donations received by 9:00 a.m. on October 8th. Those contributions will be entered to win four Tampa Bay Buccaneers tickets to the October 12th home game against the Carolina Panthers in Tampa.

Forty Carrots Family Center provides early childhood education, parenting education, resources and support to families from North Port to North Sarasota.  For 16 years, Forty Carrots has been Sarasota’s only agency whose singular focus is early childhood and parenting education.  Forty Carrots classes are specifically designed for families with children age birth to five.  Research confirms that children’s experiences during the first five years of life shape their futures and programs their brains for peace or violence and for school success or failure. 

Ways to Contribute & Naming Opportunities Available:

Forty Dollars for Forty Carrots – Make this thoughtful donation now and your name will be entered into a chance drawing for four Tampa Bay Buccaneer Tickets to the October 12th game against the Carolina Panthers.  $40 
Bell Tower Brick – Ring in a bright future for families in our community by purchasing a personalized brick for the Forty Carrots Bell Tower. The Bell Tower will be added to the east side of the building facing Tuttle Avenue. Each brick can be personalized with up to 80 characters. $250 
Personalized Wall Tiles – Express your passion for Forty Carrots’ mission by purchasing a personalized wall tile to be permanently displayed in the Center’s lobby. Tiles can be customized with original artwork, your company logo, your choice of text, or even a photo! This is a great way to include your child or grandchild in a meaningful activity to support our community. 

$10,000 (12” x 12”) 

$5,000 (8” x 10”) 

$2,500 (8“x 8”) 

$1,000 (6” x 6”) 

Naming Opportunities   

The Playgrounds at Forty Carrots Family Center. (One playground adopted, one available.) Whether experiencing the thrill of a swing, the proud feeling of mastering a trike or practicing social skills that will serve a child forever, much is learned about life on the playground. And while children have lots of free time to explore and play, Forty Carrots two playgrounds are designed as laboratories for opportunities to explore science, math and even art. $75,000 each.  One playground adopted, one available (2-3 families may join in adoption) 

The Classrooms at Forty Carrots Family Center. (Five classrooms adopted, one available.) Early Childhood educators know that preschool children are concrete thinkers and need to touch, hear, see, smell taste and move in order to understand their world. In a warm, creative, fun-filled environment the classrooms at Forty Carrots spark young children’s curiosity, independence, and natural yearning for knowledge. $50,000 each. Five classrooms adopted one available.
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Left to Right TOP Row Standing– Nancy Vafeas with Olivia; Taber Chadwick, Forty Carrots Family Center trustee;  Diane Weiss, co-executive director Forty Carrots Family Center;  Kirstin Fulkerson, program officer Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice Accepts a special Thank You from Forty Carrots and a few Parenting Center families. 

Left to Right Bottom Row Seated- Ellen Steinwachs with Caroline and Will, Beth Horn with Jack, Trish Hand with Drew, Amber Heins with Tripp
Forty Carrots Family Center is a 501(C) 3 not for profit charitable organization dedicated to creating healthy families through educational programs for parents, their children and professionals in the field. 
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