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Forty Carrots Family Center Agency Overview

Guided by the belief that the family is the foundation of society, Forty Carrots Family Center is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization dedicated to strengthening families through educational programs for parents, their children, and professionals in the field.  Forty Carrots has four components: 

· A nationally accredited Preschool
· A comprehensive Parenting Center; 

· A community outreach Parenting Education Program; and
· Professional Development and Training Opportunities
Since 1993, Forty Carrots Family Center has focused on the needs of families from all walks of life so that the youngest, most vulnerable members of our society can reach their fullest potential. Over the past fifteen years, Forty Carrots has served 22,000 families and hundreds of professionals and our numbers are increasing each year. The majority of families are served through our free community outreach program, Forty Carrots Parenting Program On Wheels. We also house an on-site Parenting Center and a nationally accredited, award-winning Preschool. Professional training opportunities complete our comprehensive approach to supporting families. 

The following 2007-08 annual statistics highlight the wide range of programs we offer and families we serve:

· Over 2000 families received services this year

· 1741 families received free parenting education through the On Wheels Program, 85% of the agency’s work was free to the community

· 230 families attended parenting classes at our Parenting Center, 11% of our clientele 

· The Preschool at Forty Carrots served 83 families with 94 children representing 4% the agencies’ clients

· Approximately 26% of participants served are minorities

· Approximately 15% of parents served by On Wheels are teenagers 

· Approximately 40 pregnant teens and new teen mothers receive intensive parenting classes three times each week

· Approximately $7,500 was awarded in scholarship to in-house families each year

· 2008-09, Forty Carrots expects to provide more than $300,000 in free parenting education services. 

The Preschool at Forty Carrots has been awarded the Gold Seal of Excellence from the Florida Department of Children and Families and has also been accredited by NAEYC (the National Association for the Education of Young Children) since 1994.

Our free community outreach program, Forty Carrots Parenting Program On Wheels, expects to partner with the following agencies during 2008-2009 to provide much needed parenting education to their clientele:

· Character House – A level 4 & 5 residential Juvenile Detention Facility where we work three times each week with approximately 20 incarcerated pregnant teens and new teen mothers.

· CYESIS – A high school for pregnant and parenting teens that is part of Sarasota County Public Schools. Mothers range in age from 12-18; their babies vary in age from newborn to 3 years.

· First Step, Mothers and Infants Program – A residential program, with a minimum stay of six months, for pregnant women who are recovering from addictions.  As babies are born, they are incorporated into the program for the remainder of their mother’s stay.

· Forty Carrots Parenting Basics – A donation/grant-supported series that utilizes a nationally recognized basic parenting education program for parents with very limited skills.  It targets parents with at-risk children under the age of five, and is advertised through local mental health agencies, family therapists, Sarasota County Health Department, Sarasota Judicial System, and other professional networks. 

· George Mullen Activity Center – A North Port community center centrally located to families in this rapidly expanding community with highly diverse demographics.

· North Port High School Teen Parent Program – A program providing education and support for teen parents within a typical high school setting.  Mothers range in age from 14-18; their babies vary in age from newborn to 2 years.

· Sarasota County Public Library System – To reach a cross-section of community parents, Forty Carrots partners with the 8 public libraries where families with young children naturally tend to congregate.  Many risk factors such as substance abuse and domestic violence cross all socio-economic levels and educational backgrounds and often go unidentified.  The Partners in Play classes offer an opportunity for families who are silently at-risk and striving to be the best parents they can be, to meet other parents of young children and to learn new parenting information and ideas. 
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