Quality Early Childhood Education Has Long-Term Benefits

Research* confirms that quality early childhood education has long-term benefits to both individual children and society as a whole:

· High quality early-childhood education enhances school readiness and reduces racial and ethnic achievement gaps;

· At-risk children who participate in high-quality, center- based programs have better language and cognitive skills in the first few years of elementary school than do similar children who do not have such experiences;

· Children who attend high-quality programs tend to score higher on math and reading tests, are less likely to repeat a grade, drop out of school, need special education or remedial services, or get into trouble with the law in the future;

· Every dollar invested in early childhood programs generates a return of $3 to more than $17 because of reduced special ed costs, less grade repetition, higher adult earnings, more tax revenues, and reduced crime rates; 

· At a time when a child's brain circuits are being built, quality early childhood programs provide positive learning experiences as well as supportive, growth promoting environments. This provides a stronger foundation for later achievement;

· Children who attend high quality programs are instilled with a lifelong commitment to learning.

"Our son entered preschool rather shy. But through the support and care the Forty Carrots teachers showed our son, he entered kindergarten with the social skills, academic knowledge, and love for learning that we had hoped for him. He is now thriving and confident in his kindergarten class." 

Parents of a Forty Carrots Preschool Graduate
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